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Aug. 31, 2021 
 
 
To Twin Rivers Unified Parents and Families,    
  
As you are all aware, our facility maintenance crews have put in a tremendous 
amount of work to get our buildings and campuses ready for the school year, 
including updating our filtration/HVAC systems to utilize MERV-13 air filters 
rated to improve indoor air quality. We’ve spent $20 million replacing HVAC 
systems. Unfortunately, we are having issues with many of our HVAC systems 
stalling and even shutting down as a result of the thickness of the filter, fire and 
air quality and high temperatures throughout the District. This issue is not 
unique to Twin Rivers, and many school districts are facing the same challenge 
upon returning to in-person learning.  
 
We are in the process of resolving the issue by installing MERV-8 filters on units. 
These filters will continue to ensure air is filtered at levels compliant with health 
and safety standards. We are also adding air purifiers in many classrooms and 
are prepared to procure additional portable air conditioner units if needed. 
Through these combined efforts we will continue to ensure clean and filtered air 
for all who utilize our facilities.   
 
We also want to provide an update relative to student transportation challenges. 
Due to the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, there is currently a national shortage of 
school bus drivers. This shortage has impacted our District’s operations leading 
to longer wait times and late arrivals/pickups. During this ongoing shortage, we 
will be scaling back our transportation services offered to some students. This 
will not affect the entire district, but will allow for drivers to get students to 
school and home in a timely manner. We will continue our normal operations for 
the remainder of this week and are notifying the affected students and families 
directly. Students who are impacted will receive additional bus passes through 
Sac RT for public transit. We will attempt to hire crossing guards in busy areas 
and utilize TR police services to support walking paths. We will continue to keep 
you informed when we resume our normal transportation services.  
 
Twin Rivers will continue our efforts to fill additional positions for bus drivers, 
and we would appreciate if you can assist by sharing the EDJOIN link with family 
and friends who might be seeking employment. TR will provide training for 
anyone interested.   
 
 

https://www.edjoin.org/twinriversusd
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If any of your students or parents have questions about this change, please have them reach 
out to Transportation at 916.566.3405 or visit our Transportation Services website for more 
information. 
 
Again, thank you for your continued commitment to Twin Rivers and our students as we 
navigate this school year. We will keep you apprised of any updates as they arise.  
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Steve Martinez, Ed.D. 
Superintendent, Twin Rivers Unified 
 
 
 
 

https://www.twinriversusd.org/Students--Families/Transportation-Services/index.html

